Name_________________________________

Hour______

Visual Balance Reading Assignment

Level 2

Read the section on Visual Balance  found on pages 228-233 and answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences.

1) What is balance?

2) Figure 9.2 depicts the Tower of Pisa.  What makes this building famous?

3) How can a central axis be compared to a scale?

4) Would a horizontal axis go from left to right or top to bottom?

5) What is the definition of formal balance?

6) The painting by Diego Rivera in figure 9.5 uses formal balance.  Name three things that are the same or similar on each side of the axis of symmetry.

a)

b)

c)

7) In the “meet the artist” section on page 229, name two interesting things you learned about Diego Rivera.

a)

b)

8) What does it mean if something exhibits bilateral symmetry?  

9) How is an axis of symmetry like a mirror?

10) Name three things in life that are bilaterally symmetrical.

a)

b)

c)

11) Look at the building depicted in figure 9.7 and read the caption below.  What feelings are brought about by the fact that the building was made to be bilaterally symmetrical?

12) Why might an artist choose to use approximate symmetry rather than perfect symmetry?  Look at figure 9.8 for a hint.

13) Does the urn shown in figure 9.6 on pg. 230 exhibit approximate or perfect symmetry?  How can you tell?

14) What is radial balance (also called rotational symmetry)?

15) How many matching units are involved in bilateral symmetry?  How many are possible in radial symmetry?

16) What are five things in life that exhibit radial balance?

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

17) Would a 5-point star exhibit radial balance?  How about bilateral symmetry?  What about a 6-point star?

