Name_________________________________

Period________

Linear Printmaking Project 

Level 2

In your reading, you learned about the basics of printmaking as well as the characteristics of lines.  This project will combine your knowledge of both subjects.

You will use a linoleum block as your printing plate.  Linoleum cutting tools will be used to carve your design into the plate.  They are very sharp and must be used with care.  Always cut away from yourself and hold the plate from the bottom, keeping this hand out of the way of the carving hand.  If you stab yourself more than 2 times during the creation of the plate, I will assign you a different project.

We will then use a glass plate to evenly roll the ink onto the brayer.  The ink is then transferred to the plate by rolling the brayer over it.  A piece of rice paper is placed on top of the inked plate and is rubbed down with a rubbing stick, creating the final print.

Remember that letters and numbers must be drawn backwards in order to appear forwards on the final print.  There is a light box available so that you may first draw the letters/numbers forwards, then trace over them on the back of the paper so that they will be backwards.

You may choose to grid out a design from a magazine or photo or create your own design.  You must use at least three of the five types of lines described in your book (horizontal, vertical, diagonal, zigzag, and curved).  You also must vary the lines in at least two ways (length, thickness, texture, degree of curve).

Before you start your project, several activities must be completed first.  Follow the numbered steps listed on the back and check in with me before beginning the next step.

Materials:

· Linoleum block

· Linoleum carving tools

· Sketching paper, 2B pencil and eraser

· Black charcoal or pastel (to mark linoleum)

· Matte fixative (to fix markings to linoleum before cutting)

· Black water-soluble ink for printing

· Brayer

· Inking plate

· Typing paper for test prints

· Rice paper for printmaking

Steps:

1) Sketch out your design on a piece of paper cut to the size of the linoleum plate, which is 8” X 10”.  Don’t forget that letters and numbers must be drawn backwards!

2) Transfer the design to your linoleum plate by covering the back of the design with chalk, taping the design to the plate with the chalk side facing the plate, and drawing over all the pencil lines.  Remove the paper and verify that all lines have been transferred.  Spray the matte fixative on your plate OUTDOORS!  This will affix the chalk so it doesn’t smear while you are carving.

3) Use the linoleum block cutting tools to carve your design.  
4) Ink the linoleum plate in the method demonstrated in class.  Try some sample prints on typing paper to help gauge the amount of ink you should use for your specific print.  Too much ink and your details won’t show up.  Not enough ink and too much white will show through.  
5) Once you can make a good print on typing paper, see me for a piece of rice paper.  This will be the one you turn in for a grade along with your linoleum plate.
Grading Rubric:

At least three of five types of lines are used to make plate

24 

(vertical, horizontal, diagonal, zigzag, curvy)

At least two variances of lines are used

(length, thickness, texture, degree of curve)
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Design must fill the entire linoleum plate
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You must turn in at least one quality print from the linoleum plate

(nice edges, no smearing, black areas are solid black, 

carved areas show bright white)
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Assessment Sheet
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Effort and time spent
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160 pts.

