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Period________

Scratchboard Animal Project 

Level 2

For this project, you will create a scratchboard drawing of an animal using an original photograph.  

You will also type a short 1-page double-spaced report about your animal.  Although you are free to discuss anything you want about this animal in your report, you need to answer the questions below somewhere in the report:

1) What type of animal is it (mammal, bird, insect, etc.)?

2) Where could you find this type of animal?  What countries or continents?  What type of environment does it live in (jungle, desert, ocean, fields, etc.)?

3) What does it eat?

4) Explain three interesting things about this animal.

I have carefully selected many animals that will work very well for this project which will be maintained in a binder on the center table.  If you are comfortable transferring the image to paper free-hand, you may do so.  If not, place a grid on the plastic covering of the photograph instead of on the surface of the photograph so that you do not damage the photograph.  Do not touch the photographs as they are printed on an inkjet printer and will smudge easily!  If you are not interested in the class set of animals, you may choose your own animal picture to copy.  Animals with lots of tiny details work best, such as furry or feathered creatures.  Insects can sometimes also work well if enlarged.  Please approve your picture with me before beginning.

Your animal must be drawn accurately, as seen on the original image.  However, if you would like to change the background, you may.  It is most important that you pay careful attention to the direction of the animal’s fur or feathers and make your scratches in that direction.  Scratching in the wrong direction can greatly distort the final image.  

Materials:

· Original photograph of animal

· Grid (optional)

· 2B pencil

· 8 ½ X 11” white paper

· scratchboard

· ball-point pen

· tape

· scratching tools

Steps:

1) Choose your animal photograph that will become the original.
2) Draw the main outlines of the animal on 8 ½ X 11 paper.  There is no need to do details like fur or feathers on this paper---this is what the scratchboard is for.  If you would like to grid your picture, use a Size Determination flow chart to help you determine the size of the squares to make.  Do not put the grid directly on the class set of photos.  Put it on the plastic sheet cover only.

3) Tape the pencil drawing to the scratchboard.
4) Trace over the pencil outlines with ballpoint pen.  The indentations are visible if you look at it under a certain angle of light.  You may want to check after you make a few lines to be sure you are pressing hard enough.
5) Remove the paper and make sure all of your lines transferred.
6) Use your scratching tools to make the white areas.  Big highlights will require more scratching.  Be gentle---Don’t scratch too hard or you’ll go through the board.  Make sure to do your scratch lines in the same direction as the fur or feathers in your original.

Grading Rubric:

Accuracy of Pencil Drawing from original photo



25 

Correct direction of scratch marks used to create fur, 

feathers, and other details.






25

Effort and time spent on scratchboard 




55

Animal report is one page typed double-spaced in 12 pt. font

5

Animal report fully answers all 4 questions and is written in a 

logical format








35

Assessment sheet








15
160 pts

