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Introduction to Scratchboard Artist Norman Gaddini

Level 2

Much of text below is courtesy of Norman Gaddini and Margie Wilson, http://www.getyourwordsworth.com/WORDSWORTH-normangaddini.html
Norman Gaddini
A well-known and respected professional artist from Sonoma County, California, Norman Gaddini is still vital and active at 90 years young. Besides being a prolific artist whose extraordinary skill and technique continue to evolve, he grows breathtaking fuchsias (a type of flower), is an active member of several organizations, and works for hours maintaining his extensive garden every day,
As you gaze around his home studio, one sees an amazing array of sweepstakes, blue, red, white and pink ribbons lining his walls. From under his European-style beret, he will joke and say he has no more room on his wall so he now puts his ribbons in a box; but, despite his years, he consistently continues to produce new work, and it is some of his finest.
What is so extraordinary about his art? Norman works in several media: watercolor, acrylics, pen and ink, and scratchboard. But, it is his “scratching” that has brought him the most recognition. It started in 1975 when Norman was the first artist to add full color to black scratchboard. Nowadays, his work graces collections around the world. 

Born in January 1911 in Healdsburg, California, Norman developed an interest in art at an early age. He studied cartooning instruction through correspondence and in high school. However, like many of his generation who came of age during the Great Depression, Norman was encouraged to pursue a more practical career. So, when he enrolled in U.C. Berkeley, he took only business courses.
During a routine physical, a U.C. doctor informed Norman that he had a heart murmur. The young man was devastated as he was told that he would not live past his early forties. Despite what he considered to be a “death sentence”, Norman continued his studies until his father, a farmer, died in a tractor accident. Accompanied by his brother, Weaver, Norman returned home to run the family apricot and almond farm. The hard work apparently cured his heart, for the murmur disappeared as the years passed by.
Yet, he never forgot his passion. He painted and drew at every opportunity but was not able to pursue his passion for painting until he and his brother sold their farm in 1970 and he “retired”. He and his brother then moved to western Sonoma County. He then enrolled in art classes at Santa Rosa Junior College and pursued private instruction from several renowned local watercolor artists.
Norman began to develop his own style. However, a major turning point in his life occurred when he attended an art show at a park in downtown Santa Rosa and discovered scratchboard, a medium which was well suited to his love of detail and realism. Norman relates:
As an artist, composition and color are of prime importance to me. I prefer realistic work and love details — the more, the better! I think of each new painting as an invention in which the center of interest must be loud and clear. My subject matter is drawn from my travels and my surroundings. Sailing, fishing, gardening, and the varied California landscape are some of the things that inspire me.
I enjoy working in pen and ink, and with acrylics, both in transparent ‘watercolor’ and direct ‘oil’ techniques, but my special interest, of course, is scratchboard. Many artists have worked in this medium but few have mastered it. When I began adding full color to the black scratchboard in 1975, I was, as far as I know, the first artist to do so. Only a few in the world work with the medium of scratchboard, and I am one of a handful who color it.

An Introduction to Scratchboard
by Norman Gaddini
	 


	 “Armstrong Grove”
24" x 30" Colored Scratchboard


Scratchboard is a relatively new art process, but its roots go back as far as Cro-Magnon man. Some of humankind’s earliest endeavors involved scratching pictures into rock or bone; more recent developments like etching, wood engraving, and scratchboard are continuations on that theme.
Modern scratchboard was developed in the late 19th century to meet the demand for illustrations for the rapidly proliferating books, newspapers, magazines and advertisements. Wood engraving was widely used to reproduce paintings and photographs for printing, but it was time-consuming and required working in reverse.
Several versions of cardboard coated first with chalk, then with India ink, were developed in England, Austria and Italy. Fine lines could be scraped or scratched through the ink, simulating wood engraving. These new materials eliminated the need to work in reverse, were easy to correct, and allowed artists to work on a larger scale, as the fine linework of scratchboard art could easily be photographically reduced for reproduction.
Scratchboard was widely used for advertising and editorial illustration from the 1920s to 1950s and has seen something of a renaissance in the last two decades. Scratchboard’s graphic impact, subtle shading possibilities, and ease of use make it a very appealing medium.
The Basic Technique:
· First, make a preliminary pencil drawing on a fairly thin paper. Once you have made a satisfactory pencil drawing, tape your drawing to your scratchboard. Trace your drawing with a ballpoint pen to indent the board. When the drawing is removed, the traced lines will show on the scratchboard as grooves or indented lines. 
· The indentations can be seen with good lighting. Your pencil drawing will act as your blueprint. Using your scraping tools, remove all black areas that are shown to be white on your drawing. Personally, I prefer to not clean white areas completely, but to leave remnants of the black in thin, sparse streaks, like a woodcut. This adds texture and looks more interesting than plain, solid white. 

· After the white areas are established, do line shading for gray areas and cross-hatching in brighter areas. Continue to remove the black ink surface by scratching and shading to complete the picture. Remember to frequently look at your picture from a distance, so your composition will appear balanced.
· Mistakes can be corrected with black India ink.
Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Top of Form

Norman Gaddini has participated in many shows and won numerous awards. His exhibitions include: the Floating Art Show at Pier 3 (San Francisco), Bank of the West (Sebastopol), the Q Gallery (Santa Rosa), Vigil Gallery (Nevada City, Santa Rosa), California Museum of Art (Santa Rosa), Santa Rosa Museum of Art (Santa Rosa), Vision Sonoma traveling exhibit (Sonoma Land Trust’s first juried competition), Negri’s Restaurant (Occidental), Golden Apple Ranch (Occidental), Bentley Gallery (Santa Rosa), and more!
He has lectured to the Art Workshop of Sonoma County, Santa Rosa Art Guild, and other groups.
He has won awards for his work at the following shows and festivals: SWA shows in San Francisco, California State Fair, Sonoma State University invitational show, the Atrium (Santa Rosa), Luther Burbank Rose Festival (Santa Rosa), Sonoma County Harvest Fair (plus being chosen as the poster artist for 1998 and 1999), Bodega Bay Fisherman’s Festival, the Rohnert Park Cultural Arts Annual Art Show, Sebastopol Apple Blossom Festival Art show, Statewide Art Guild shows, Lodi Annual Art Festival, California North Coast Grape Growers Annual Vineyard and Winery Art Show, Redwood Rancher Art Show . . . and much more! In addition, Norman designed the award-winning floriculture exhibits for the Fuchsia Society at the Sonoma County Fair for more than 15 years.
Norman has also been chosen to design and paint the 1998 and 1999 posters for the renowned Sonoma County Harvest Fair.
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	 1998 Sonoma County Harvest Fair poster 
created by Norman Gaddini
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